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THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



Volume XXIII MARCH, 1904 Number 3 



REGULAR STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 



What is it to be a regular student of the Bible? (1) Such a 
student will be reasonably consistent in devoting himself to this 
ToBe a Regular study ; that is, he will set apart regular times and 
Student of seasons which shall be used for the study of this or 
the Bible ^^ portion of the Bible. But more than this : (2) 

the subject will be taken up from time to time in a regular — 
that is to say, systematic — manner. One can easily conceive 
that a person might give even hours each day to Bible study, 
and at the end of years know little more about the subject than 
at the beginning. There must be some kind of a plan. Even a 
poor plan is better than none. Have you a plan which provides 
for a certain amount of careful work ? Does it include a scheme 
or order of subjects which shall be taken up one after the other, 
each contributing to the other, while the whole when finished 
will form a unit ? (3) There is also involved the use of modern 
helps, such as commentaries, histories, books of travel. Among 
these perhaps the most important is the Revised Version, as 
distinguished from the old version, of the Scriptures. One can 
have only pity for a student of the Bible who wastes his time 
upon the old version when the new version is at hand. This 
does not imply that the new version is perfect, or that something 
better may not yet be expected. It means simply that the regu- 
lar student of the Bible will use every help within his reach. 
He may not be able to buy expensive dictionaries and commen- 
taries, but he may always buy a copy of the Revised Version. 
(4) I cannot myself conceive a person to be counted as a regu- 
lar student of the Bible who does not have a definite purpose in 
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mind while engaged at work. This purpose may be simply 
historical — that is, to inform one's self in respect to the events 
of ancient history; or literary — that is, to satisfy his soul with 
a study of some of the most beautiful literature in existence. 
The purpose may be archaeological — that is, to acquaint one's 
self with the customs and manners of the times, whether of 
private life or public life. It is quite evident that the particular 
purpose one has in mind will affect very considerably the char- 
acter of the work which he is doing. In no case, however, will 
one be able to count himself a regular student of the Bible who 
has only in mind the purposes just mentioned. In the very 
nature of things, such a purpose as one of these is temporary 
and passing. The purpose which will fill the mind of one who is 
to be a regular student of the Bible will lie deeper. It will be, 
in part, at least, to bring himself into living touch with the lives 
of those who have been raised up, as it were, by some unseen 
power to be the world's leaders ; to get into communion with 
this unseen power itself which has been back of these great 
characters through all history; in other words, to know God. 
This purpose is one which may not be satisfied in a year, or a 
decade. It is one which will occupy the student's mind as long 
as life continues. 

With some such definition as this in mind, will you ask your- 
self (whether you are a minister or a layman): "Am I a regu- 
. Y ular student of the Bible?" It is worth while to be 

Regular able to answer the question one way or another, for 

Student of many claim for themselves high rank who really do 

Tuc D /of c 9 

" ' '" not even dream of the requirements expected of 

those who attain it. The number of regular Bible students 
includes unquestionably many persons of high scholarship; for 
nothing has been more noteworthy in the history of scholarship 
than the high character of the men who have devoted themselves 
to the study of the Bible. But not all scholars working in bibli- 
cal lines may claim a place in these ranks. One may set apart 
a regular portion of his time for such work. He may, indeed, 
devote his entire time. If, however, this work is merely of a his- 
torical, or literary, or theological character, it does not meet the 
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demands. I have known women, one in particular, whose work 
in the study of the Bible had been limited almost exclusively to 
the sacred page itself, and yet this work was so constant in its 
application, and so deep-seated in its purpose, that the right thus 
to be classified could not be denied. In fact, it is not so much 
the amount of time given, nor the character of the work per- 
formed, that will determine the answer to the question proposed. 
It is rather the spirit with which the work is carried on. You 
are a regular student of the Bible if systematically you take up 
its contents, and by the study of them are brought into a higher 
knowledge of spiritual things, and into a more perfect harmony 
with the will of the Eternal. May this result be obtained in any 
other way than by being a regular student of the Bible? I 
answer: Many other things will contribute to the result, but in 
this way it will be attained most truly and most satisfactorily. 
In this way there will be less danger of distraction and failure. 
It will be remembered that this attainment is relative, not abso- 
lute ; some reach higher than others. So far as my experience 
goes, those have reached highest in the attainment of this great 
experience who follow the simplest methods. 

But if you are not a regular student of the Bible, why not ? 

Is this not a question worth raising? Let us think of it quite 

candidly. 1. "I am not a regular student of the 

,f. I'. „ Bible because my studies lie in another direction — 
Why Not? j 

philosophy, or science, or those of some profession." 
But this answer is based upon a misconception of Bible study. 
It is not something which is to be put over against any other 
kind of study. It is, rather, something which is intended to 
develop the spiritual nature, and therefore to supplement other 
lines of study. I care not what department of learning you have 
selected for your special work, the study of the Bible does not 
interfere with it in any particular. By including it, you have 
something which will add greatly to your strength of mind as 
well as of character. The study of the Bible is the study of life, 
and life is something with which every department of learning 
has to do. 
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2. "I am not a regular student of the Bible because, as a 
matter of fact, I am not a student." You mean that you do not 
have the habits of a student ; that your mind does not easily 
adjust itself to methods of student work. This may be true, but 
in this there will be found no legitimate reason for the conten- 
tion which you make. History abounds in instances of men and 
women, not students by profession or by nature, who, neverthe- 
less, actually became such in a true sense through the use of the 
Scriptures. You are not a professional student ; granted. Not 
one person in a thousand is a professional student. Is the value 
of the Bible as a discipline in life to be limited to those who are 
professional students? Such has not been its history. The 
proposition is absurd. 

3. "I am not a regular student of the Bible because my time 
is so fully occupied with other things." This is a frank confes- 
sion, and, if true, deserves the merit which frankness ought 
always to receive. But is it true? Is it really conceivable that 
a man or woman has lost such control of his own actions that he 
cannot put apart a regular period for something which he him- 
self regards as absolutely vital ? It is here that the difficulty 
presents itself. You do not in your heart believe that the regu- 
lar study of the Bible is of serious importance ; for if you did, 
you could easily find the requisite time. The real question is, 
therefore, a different one. You were not, after all, as candid as 
at first you seemed to be. 

4. "I am not a regular student of the Bible because I am 
afraid." You have observed that those who have given serious 
thought to Bible study have been led to doubt certain repre- 
sentations concerning God's dealings with man, and certain con- 
ceptions of God himself, which had been accepted in childhood. 
You have seen that in the case of some the conception of the 
Bible itself received in earlier life has been greatly modified ; and 
you, wishing to stand still — in other words, wishing to remain 
always a child and to retain the childish notions acquired in 
earlier life — are afraid to go into these questions more deeply. 
Did it ever occur to you that the ideas of a man must be differ- 
ent from those of a child, if they are to be worthy of him ? 
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Have you supposed that the conception of God and of his dealings 
with humanity is something so simple that it is worthy only of 
the acceptance of a child ? Are not these the very questions to 
which mankind in all the centuries has devoted itself? Are not 
these problems those which have stimulated the human mind 
and lifted it higher from age to age? Will you then content 
yourself with remaining a child in your thought along these 
lines, while in every other line of thought or work you are ambi- 
tious to grow with each recurring year? Did not Jesus himself 
grow in wisdom concerning things divine? The excuse you 
have presented is the expression of a craven soul, a moral 
coward. 

5. "I am not a regular student of the Bible, because as a 
matter of fact, I am not interested in it or in its contents." This 
is a candid statement, and deserves likewise candid considera- 
tion. It is easy to understand that many minds have no particu- 
lar interest in the historical ; others, no interest in the literary ; 
and still others, no interest in the archaeological. And if you 
mean that in these particular kinds of Bible study you have no 
interest, there is little to be said. One has supreme pity for a 
mind devoid of interest in the world's events, in the expression 
of art as it is found in literature, and in life as it has been lived 
in the past; but if one's mind is really indifferent to these things, 
no fault may be found. It remains to be seen, however, that 
this conception of Bible study is a very narrow one. Not to be 
interested in the Bible and its contents means something infinitely 
lower, if judged from the intellectual point of view ; and infinitely 
lower, if the moral point of view is to be taken into considera- 
tion ; for it really signifies that you, who make this statement, 
have no particular interest in God, or life, or the living of life, or 
death. Even more, it means that you have no interest in any- 
thing that may be called high or spiritual. Is this the fact ? I 
do not forget that there are many men who make no use of the 
Bible, and are truly indifferent to it, who may not at the same 
time be charged with indifference to higher and spiritual things. 
Are you sure that you are one of this class ? 

In any case you cannot separate yourself from the influence 
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of these sacred books, since it permeates all literature and all 
life. But if the experience of those persons to which reference 
has just been made could be studied closely, it would be found, 
I think, that in other direct ways they had been brought under 
the influence of agencies very similar to those which the Bible 
employs, or that there had been agents through which the Spirit 
had acted independently of the ordinary methods employed. 
History has shown unquestionably that there have lived great 
souls who, in divers ways, have been brought into living touch 
with the unseen power, and that through these other agencies 
Divinity has manifested itself to humanity. The chances, how- 
ever, are that you, my reader, belong to ordinary humanity, and 
that it is not for you to put aside with disdain the usual means 
employed for attaining this supreme thing. 

The question then stands: Are you a regular student of the 
Bible? If not, why not? Can you really furnish a dignified, or 
satisfactory, reason for not becoming such a student ? 



